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Installing and Setting up Podman Desktop

What is Podman

Podman is a drop-in replacement to Docker. Podman / Docker allows us to run a software with preset
configuration and dependencies inside an application container. Podman + WSL enable us to run
Linux software containers on Windows. Podman is usually a command line interface tool often
referred to as Podman CLI. Podman CLI require a Linux virtual machine to run the containers. Podman
provides its own WSL Linux virtual machine. ‘Podman Desktop’ provides a unified Graphical user
interface for Podman CLI with some additional capabilities.

Workflow

1. Install Podman Desktop
2. Install Podman CLI (from within Podman Desktop)
3. Install Podman virtual machine in WSL (from within Podman Desktop)

Instructions
(A screenshot for each step is provided on the next section)
1. Goto podman-deskiop.io and go to downloads page.

2. Download the latest Podman desktop for Windows.
Run and complete the installation.

w

a. ‘Only me’ option is sufficient for personal device,

b. Ifinstalling on a lab PC by an administrator install it for all the users.
Optionally allow public and private network access (with administrator access).
Open Podman-desktop, select only the ‘Podman’ option and click ‘Start Onboarding’
Click Next to Install Podman CLI and confirm when prompted.

When prompted, select the WSLv2 option and complete the installation.

N oA

Click Next twice to install Podman Virtual Machine

9. Acceptthe default options and click ‘Create’. This step might take several minutes.
10. Click next to complete the onboarding process

11. Explore Podman desktop dashboard
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Screenshots

v @ Podman Desktop - Containers anc X +

<& @ hitps//podman-desktop.io

podman desktop Documentation  Downloads

Step 1: Go to podman-desktop.io and go to downloads page.

@ podman desktop Documentation ~ Downloads ~ Community
Downloads

Windows

Podman Desktop for Windows

& Download Now

Windows installer x64, version v1.29.3

Other Windows downloads:

Step 2: Download the latest Podman desktop for Windows
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@ Podman Desktop Setup = X B Podman Desktop Setup =
Choose Installation Options s
Who should this appiication be instalied for? ﬂ % Completing Podman Desktop Setup

Please select whether you wish to make this software available to all users or just yourself Podman Desktop has been installed on your computer.

Click Finish to close Setup.
() Anyone who uses this computer (all users)

8 Run Podman Desktop
© Only for me (student)

Fresh install for current user only.

< Back Cancel
caes

Step 3: Run and complete the installation.

Windows Security

Do you want to allow public and private
networks to access this app?

Windows Firewall has blocked some features of Podman Desktop
on all public and private networks.

Podman Desktop

Publisher Podman Desktop

Show more

Allow Cancel

Step 4: Optionally allow public and private network access (with administrator access
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Get started with Podman Desktop

¥ Welcome to Podman Desktop v1.29.3 !

Choose the extensions to include:

Podman v kubectl CLI Compose
oo teinn @ st O @ S O
o -

28,0

Configure these and more under Settings.

Telemetry: Help improve Podman Desktop by allowing Red Hat to collect anonymous usage
data. For more information read our statement

You can always modify this preference later in Settings > Preferences

|

Step 5: Open Podman-desktop, select only the ‘Podman’ option and click ‘Start Onboarding’

Get started with Podman Desktop
Podman Setup
Skip W

Skip this entire setup W

SO
0 @
)
t\:’ L)
)©)

We could not find Podman. Let's install it!

Press the {24 button below to proceed.

Cancel ‘ Next

@ Podman

Podman is not installed on this system, would you like to install Podman 6.0.27

|T| Yes
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Step 6: Click Next to Install Podman CLI and confirm when prompted.

"M Podman CLI Setup

— X

Welcome to the Podman CLI Setup Wizard

The Setup Wizard will install Podman CLI on your computer.
Click Next to continue or Cancel to exit the Setup Wizard.

Select the Virtualization Provider for the Podman machine:

OWindows Linux Subsystem (WSLv2)

-

() windows Hyper-V

Back Next l Cancel

Step 7: When prompted, select the WSLv2 option and complete the installation.

Get started with Podman Desktop
Skip this entire setup W

Autostart

Autostart Podman engine when launching Podman Desktop

Podman Setup
Skip

0.0

7N

9-2 9,0
Viass

Podman has been set up correctly.

o)

Press the [{I38 button below to proceed,
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Get started with Podman Desktop
Podman Setup

Skip this entire setup W
Skip W

0 \@
E)
7@

o.
?

t\@
)
/©)

We could not find any Podman machine. Let's create one!

Press the [{I34{ button below to proceed.

| cancel Next

Step 8: Click Next twice to install Podman Virtual Machine

Podman Setup
Skip W

Get started with Podman Desktop

Skip this entire setup W
Create a Podman machine

Name:

podman-machine-default

Image Path (Optional):

Image URL or image reference (Optional):

Use ‘registry/org/image:version’ for image reference

Machine with root privileges:

User mode networking (traffic relayed by a user process). See documentation

Disabled C)

Start the machine now:

Enabled ‘:)

Import host trusted CA certificates into the machine during startup. See documentation.

Enabled ‘:)

Step 9: Accept the default options and click ‘Create’. This step might take several minutes.
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Get started with Podman Desktop

Skip this entire setup W

2
- Py

o Sl -
22 0.0

Podman installed

@
/®)

How to use podi

Podman Setup
Skip W

Run podman help in the terminal for a list of commands to interact with Podman. For example, try the 'Create’ button within the Containers tab of

Podman Desktop and view your containers with podman:

$ podman ps

Press the button below to proceed.

Step 10: Click next to complete the onboarding process

° Podman Desktop € —

Step 11: Explore Podman desktop dashboard

000 Dashboard
ashboar
=1 Dashboard
@ Containers
% Pods
Images
B Volumes
&,
E_S@ Networks
L
p Secrets
Kubernetes v Explore Features
E:B:l Extensions
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